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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


OBTTUARY. 


Charlestown, @pril 23, 1621. 

l'o the Fditer of the Universalist Magazine, 

Syrn,—Having within a few days past been called to 
sart with an aged,-venerable, and much respected 
riend,* | have thought proper to write a few lines upon 
this aficting dispensation of divine Providence, in jus- 
tice to Lis excellent character and amiable deportment, 
‘through a series of yearr, to the age of Seventy Nine, 
which character he bore without reproach, beloved and 
highly respected by all who knew him—for enemies, 
| think I can speak with confidence, he had none. Ti 
you think these few and imperfect lines worthy of ad- 
mission into your much esteemed and very usefol Mag- 
azine, you wil confer @ special favour on one who feels, 
the loss be has eustained. Youre 


A FRIEND. 


a great cecree, 
with great respect. 
Rey. xiv. 13. 

*: Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforih, yea saith the spirtt, that they may rest 
from their labours and their works do fallow them.” 
Another efiicting dispensation of Almighty God, in 

ihe removal of another sear and dear earthly friend, 


has brought this all-important and sublime passage of 


ripture fresh into mind. But a short time has ejaps- 
ed, since our kosoms were wrung with anguish in part- 
ng with a namber of those whom we held most dear on 
eurth—time which is ever on the wing, and that spirit 
{ God which never slumbers nor sleeps, is continually 
passing before us. Buta few months has past away, since 
those we could once look up to for support and protec- 
ion, those on whom we conld turn our eyes with pleas- 
wre and delight, were summoned to the world of spirits, 
to mingle their dust with departed saints, and to join, 
we trust, in the realms of everlasting bliss and glory, in 
ascribing blessing and honour, and glory and power, 
unto Him who sitteth upon the throne and unto the 
Lamb forever and ever. This present afilicting dis- 
pensation of our heavenly Father, in removing this 
much estecmed friend and servant of God, whose body 
is now returned to its kindred dust, like a shock of 
corn fully ripe for the harvest, awakens within us every 
tender feeling of our heart: ; this worthy and ever-faith- 
ful friend, this saint of God, and firm believer in the 
glorious record of eternal truth,— whose spirit has now 
quit this earthly tabernacle of clay, and borne upon the 
wings of everlasting light and love, we trust is gone 
before us to receive that rich reward, that imperishable 
crown of glory, of life, and immortality, which God 
hath promised to all the faithful followers of the Lamb, for 


as we read, “eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither 


have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him, but God 
bath revealed them unto us by his spirit, for the spirit 
searcheth all things, yea the hidden things of God,” — 
Again, Rev. xiv. 13, ‘* Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth: yea, eaith the spirit that 
they may rest from their labours and their worlss do 
follow them.” ‘These few and imperfect remarks are 
made in part, to reconcile our own feelings to this pre- 
sent chastisement of our heavenly Feather, and asa 


—_——— 


® Mr. Benjamin Goodwin, of Charlestown 


Se 


| mark of respect and justice to the character of him on 
' whom they were intended to be made, I feel my pow- 
ers of mind too weak and feeble, and almost entirely in- 
adequate to attempt to write any thing satisfactory to 
myself, or to do justice in any degree, tothe character 
of him who has so long been a bright and shining light, 
an eminently conspicuous in the hands of God, in im- 
parting light, and in diffusing the most uecful knowl- 
edge end happiness all arownd him. Having been ac- 
quainted with him from my childhood to the present 
time, and having so often, in the time of afiliction and 
distress, in the Joss of near and dear connections, re- 
ceived from his lips the most comforting and the most 
consoling promises of the vospel,—cold indeed must be 
the heart that after being once warm by the fire of sym- 
pathy and love, that would not in a spirit of gratitude, 
express the obligation, with emotions of satisfaction and 
of joy. These conziderations call loudly upon me to 
offer up to God and to my fellow mortals the best feel- 
ings of my Leart, to acknowledge in this feeble expres- 
sion of my heart the gratitude I feel for benefits receiv- 
ed and enjoyed, © saith the pious Psalmist, what 
shill I render unto the Lord, for all bis mercies, for all 
his benefits, and | would repeat in some degree the same 
lunguage, what can we poor worms of the dust, render 
io God for the gift of his Son Jesus Christ, for a mani- 
festation to our minds and understandings, of the glorious 
record of eternal life given to us freely of God our com- 
mon Father, in the gospel of Jesus Christ, from before 
the foundation of the world. We conceive the departure 
of this venerable saint, long settled and established in 
the truth of the gospel, of no smal] magnitude, as he 


might be called with great propriety the salt of the 
earth, having been in early life, chastened by his heav- 
ly betber, ia the removal of tome of his nearest reja- 
tives by death, he marked the band and eyed the rod, 
whieh had stricken him, and after being perfectly re- 
signed, like the good man of old, womla cry out, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do; not my will, but thine, 
© God be done. In this lia; py state of mind he was 
remarkably well calculated to administer support and 
comfort to others, to pour into minds corroded and dis- 
tressed with grief, the promises of the gospel and the 
love of God to a sinful world, as a sufficient antidote 
for the poisonous effects of the malady of sin and unbe- 
lief. Ele was a man of naturally a strong constitution, 
of strong powers of mind, engaging, pleasant and agree- 
able in converation, perfectly honest and upright in all 
his-dealings with mankind, a friend of God and always 
| ready to relieve tiie distresses of the afflicted, possessed 
in a great degree of the spirit of his divine Lord and 
Master, he went about doing good; he could rejoice 
with those who rejoiced, and wept with those who 
wept, he was for many years a member of the church 
of Christ, and was au ornament to his profession, having 
enlarged views of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and seeing 
in that glorious gospel of eternal truth, a fulness for all 
| mankind, he like the apostle Paul believed, and in be- 
i lteving, he rejoiced with jey unspeakable and full of 
i glory, having his mind fixed upen the great and glorious 
superstructure of Almighty God, I mean that spiritual 
building, built upon the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
| Christ himself being the chief cornor stone, in whom all 
the building fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord—like faithful Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, he believed God and consequently entered itito 
rest, believing him faithful who had promised, that is, 
he did not expect to gain and to enjoy an eternity o! 
bliss, beyond the grave, in consequence of any good 














works he might have performed in this, but beholding 
that large and broad foundation which was Jaid from 
eternity in Zion for the children of men, and seeing by 
an eye of faith, Jesus Christ the immaculate and be- 
loved Son of God, clothed and vested with all power in 
heaven and in earth, for the redemption and salvation 
ofa lost and ruined world, he could look forward to 
the final accomplishment and fulfilment.of the prophe- 
cies of God’s holy prophets, since the world began: this 
faithful Abraham believed, and we read, entered into 
rest; the gospel was indeed a light to his feet and a 
lamp to his path, for it opened to bis mind the way of 
life, and he found, like the pious David, that in his pre- 
sence was fullness of joy and pleasures at his right band 
forever more. When reflecting upon the fulness there i: 
in Chiist Jesus, and the great leve of God to a sinful 
and rebelious world, he would often repeat with great 
fervency of spirit, and gratitude to his heavenly Father 
the following poetical lines of the pious Watts: 

Religion bears my spirits up, 

A faithful and unchanging God; 

Lays the foundation of my hopes, 

In oaths, in promises and blood. 


And we would add on reflecting upon the gleries and 
beauties of the gospel, and the great and glorious plan 
of salyation and redemption, wrought out by an all- 
wise and all-powerful Creator, the following though 
perhaps imperfect lines. 


O God above, how great thy glories shine, 

On earth likewise thy works appear divine; 
Millions above surround thy glorious throne, 

And chaunt in raptures the wonders thou hast done. 


Thy power, O God, which gave to Israel breath, 
Has rais’d them from the long sleep of death ; 

And when trom earth our spirits soar away, 

Thou wilt guide them to the realms of endless day. 


In the course of his sickness, which was near six 
wonths, from the time he was confined to his chamber, 
he was, by hieresignation, fortitude and patience, an 
example truly worthy of imitation ; for ip the course of 
his. illness, not a murmur seemed to escape from his 
lips, but a perfect calmness and serenity of mind, per- 
fectly tranquil and composed until the hour of his dis- 
solntion : with bis mind stedfastly fixed upon the record 
of unerring- truth, he could respond in the language of 
the apostle, ** for we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands eternal in the heav- 
evs, for in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be cloth- 
ed upon with our house which is from‘heaven.” Anoth- 
er circumstance, peculiarly interesting in the course of 
his confinement, was the kind attention of eo many of 
the ministers and saints of God which almost daily at- 
tended him; with minis dictated and influenced by the 
epirit of their divine Lord and Master, they like angels, 
around his couch could sympathige with him, and in his 
lasi moments could follow, m a degree, his immortal 
spirit to the realms of everlasting light and glory. O, 
my friends, Jet us endeavour to follow the continued 
admonitions of this senerable saint, and friend of God; 
let us like him search the scriptures, for saith the bles- 
sed Saviour, ‘in them ye think ye have eternal life, and 
they are they which testify of me.” Let us dig for 
truth as for hidden treasure, keeping always in-memory, 
the words of the apostle, who realized the happy conse- 
qnenecs of so eacred an injunction, for saith the apostle, 
“if the truth make us free, ye shall be free indeed” — 
And when this world, with al! its engaging, ali ite 
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cttrecttagy* and all its 5 thos deetrable djects shall beg'n 
to recede from our view, when there natural eyes 
through which we have e¢ tong beheld the wonderful 
works of an Alinighty God, shall begin to be closed in 
death,—O, may sve with our spiritual eyes, the eyes of 
our understanding being opened, may we behold the 
king in his beauty—may the everlasting doors of his 
kingdom be opened to us, and all mankind, and may 
we receive a cheerful welcome, may we be enabled to 
say with the apostle, *] am now ready to be offered, and 
ibe time of my departure is at hand, J have fought a 
good fight, I bave finished my course, I have kept the 
faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousners, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall. give me at that day, and not unto me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” 


;—_______ ________ 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


maw 


TO e Btrtee 


DeAR 818,—Through the medium ofthe Universalist 
Magazine, | have become acquainted with the ** com- 
} laint” [objections] which you make in the * Eastern 
Argus,’ * to my last communication ; and would sub- 
mit the following reply :— 

I have no where stated, as you seem to intimate, that 
the term Jesus signifies ** only the humanity or body of 
the Lord,” or that the term Son signifies ** the Divini- 
ty or Father himself incarnate’’—but that I conceive 
the terms Father and Son are expressive, the one of 
the Drrinity and the other of the Humanity of our Lord, 
znd that the terms Jehovah and Jesus denote, that, the 
unmanifested divinity, ‘his, the same divinity now be- 
come incarnate, or **God manifested in the flesh.”— 
‘Thus you perceive I do not think that the terms Jesus 
and Son are used indiscriminately—but that in Jesus 
€urist (as St. Paul expresseth it Col. ii. 9) “ dwell- 
eth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily’’—i. e, Fath- 
tly, %*:; and Holy Spirit. Thus St. Paul says, Rom. 
tx. 5, ** Christ is over all. God blessed forever.”>— 
And "st. John in his first epistle vy. 20, writes—‘* This 
[Jesus Christ] ie the true God and eternal life.” See 
also 1 Tim. i. 1. iii. 16. Titusi. 3. And thus Jude 
©5th verse, ‘*To the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
forever.” 

‘The union of Jesus and the Father is illustrated hy 
John xiv. 8, 9, 10, “* Philip saith, Lord shew us the 
Lather and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, have 
I been £0 long time with. you, and yet hast thou not 
known me, Philip? He that hath scen me, hath seen 
the Father, and how sayest thou, shew us the Father? 
Beli¢vest thou not that I am in the Father end the 
Father in me?” Again, Father “all mine are thine, 


and thine are mine,”? Jobn xvit. 10, ** Land the Fath- 
- or are one.” “All power is given unto me in heaven and 


in earth,” Mat. xxviii. 18. And again, ** He that seeth 
me, seeth him that sent me.” John xii. 45. 

Perhaps it will be objected to this last passage, that 
the Son is said to be sent. To this: objection | replied 


particularly in my communication of Dec. 30th ; but 
. 4s that has not been ew it may be proper here 


to remark, that by the Son’s beéng said to be giren or 
sent by the Father, the same is meant as the Son’s go- 
ing forth or proceeding, agreeably to the words of our 
Lord, John xvi. 28, $*i came forth from the Father, 
and are come into the world ; —_ I leave the world 

“and go to the Father.” 

‘In the apocalyptic pages we find still further proof 
that Jesus and the Futher are one, [Jesus being the 
Father, made known and vicible.] Thus, Rev. i. 17, 
418, * Jam the first and the last. 1am be that liveth 





* As an apology to Btt+++ for the appearance of his 
Jast communication as ** from the Eastern Argus ;”” we 
would inform him thatthe mistake was through inad- 
vertence, It —_— bave been beaded, ** For the Mag- 
azine,” ” 
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and was dead, and behold Pam alive forevermore ; and 
have the keys of helland death.” Again; as we pro- 
ceed in this inspired book, we find the Lams perpet- 
ually identified with the Fronsan Faruxr. Com- 
pare also Rev. i, 12—18, with Daniel vii 13, 14. 


One consideration which | would suggest is, that Je-; 


hovah so frequently declares Himself the Saviour and | 
Redeemer, and that there is no other. See lea. xliii.11. 
xly. 21, 22. xivii. 4. xlviii. 16. But in the New Tes- 
tament, Jesus Christis perpetually called the Saviour 
and Redeemer (See Luke ii. 11, and John iv. 42)—and 
to hima also js uscribed the glory and honour of being a 
Saviour and Redeemer, (as in Rev. i. 5, 6,) which Je- 
bovah has declared, he ‘* will not give to another.”— 
Considering them God’s words, expressive not of com- 
pliment or exaggeration, but of (rudh and reality, what 
is the fair and just eonélusion, but that Jesus Christ is 
not another, but the same with Jehovah ? 

You eay in your Jast, ‘* 1 feel so confident that there 
is an inconsistency in your statements concerning the 
person of the. Lord, that if our readers in general can 
cledfly:see that there is none, 1 must be content to be 
thought deficient in perception.” 
Jam very far from thinking you ** deficient in percep- 
tion,” as | must again acknowledge that f am quite in- 
capable of perceiving the inconsistency in my former 
statements concerning the person of our Lord, of the 
existence of which you ‘“* feel so confident ;”’ but as it 


‘is, J must be content to be thought deficient in percep- 


tion, if the contradictions which you pretend to have 


discovered evidently appear, io the opinion of the pub- | 


lic. Lettre, 


B-—— , Apri 25, 1821. 


REPLY TO. ** L###*¢,% 

Dear sir,—I may have misunderstood your ex- 
pressions, and so have imagined inconsistencies in your 
statements concerning the person of the Lord, where in 
reality there are none. You say that you, ** have no 
where stated that the Son is the Divinity or Father him- 
self incarnate,” I confess that | had thought that you 
meant to state this. See the following passages from 
your communications: Page 6th, ** As the sonl, body 
and operation from one man, so the essential divine 
principle (called the Pather,) the divine human (the 
Son) and the proceeding divine (the Holy Spirit) from 
one God.” Do you not here mean to be understood 
that the Son is the divine-human? And do not in other 
places define the divine humen, as being the Divinity 
incarnate ? 

Again, on the same page: ‘* The divine trinity con- 
sisting of essence, form and use, or of goodness, wisdom 
and influent operation under the names of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, &c.”” Do you not here mean to be 
understood that the 3on is the wisdom of the Trinity? 
If so, how can this be reconciled with what you after- 
wards state, viz. that he is only the humanity or body of 
the Lord, as distinguished from the divinity of the. 
Lord 2 

Again, on pages 26 and 87, you tell us that the casly 


christians, on the authority of Christ and his apostles, | 


** worshipped the one true and manifested God, under 
the names of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as one God.” 
Vo you not here mean to be understood thet /he Sen 
is one name of the manifested God ? 

Again, on page 109th: ** When eyil had arisen to 
its greatest height,—by a murvellous condescension of 
divine love, the word was made flesh; the Divinity as- 
sumed the humanity, which was called the Son rent into 
the world.» Do you not here mean to be understood 
that the Son is the Divinity in bumanity?. And is not 
this the Divinity incarnate? 


mean that the Son is the Divinity incarnate, yet the 
important question, after ei], is—How can these passa- 
ges be reconciled with your statement on page 149: 
** The one [i. e. the Father,}] being expressive of the 
Divinity, and the other [i. ¢. the Son] to the humanity 





of our Lord,” especially when you immedistely after 





Now, sir, for myself 


foal, explain the humanity of tue Lora tw be omy his 
body ; ‘ 
I trust you see the reason why I do not yet notice 


the texts of scripture, which you bring forward as proof 


} 
| of your statements. T must sce those statements to be 
consistent with themselves, before 1 can possibly be- 


lieve that they are taught by God’s word. 


| Should your statements be finally explained, so as to 


avoid inconsistency, it will then be proper to enquire 
whether the scriptures necessarily or evidently sanction 
them. Yours, &. jttttt, 
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BOSTON, SATURDAY, MAY 18, 1821. 





THURSDAY LECTURES. 


We have recently, several times enjoyed the priv: 
lege of attending the Thursday Lectures, at Chauncey- 
place in this town. It seems that these weekly lec- 
{ures are attended by the Unitarian clergy in Boston 
and its vicinity, who preach in relation. low many 
are united in this establishment we are not informed ; 
nor do we know all the motives which have induced it, 
nor how long it has been established. If we judge of 
the motives which actuate those united preachers, by 
the sermons we have had the pleasure to hear, it seems 
that their object is to cultivate christian charity in ar 
extensive sense ; Christian liberality to a much larger 
circle than Congregationalists in genera) have hereto- 
fore practised ; to enlighten the understanding of their 
hearers concerning the uaiversal goodness and grace o: 
God, manifested through Christ ; to encourage the bs 
lief that genuine christianity is attainable by every per 
son, who will seriously and pcrseveringly seek for it 
and that the spirit of the gospel never leads to censur: 
people for their sentiments or opinions. 

We can say, in sincerity, that it has given us ne 
small satisfaction, to hear the gracious sentiments which: 
have been held forth in these sermons, which we hase 
heard at those appointmenis... And such has been the 
effect in our mind, that we have been led to contem- 
plate with desire, a general diffusion of ‘such christian 
liberality. It is, however, a matter of wonderand sur 
prise to sce so few people attend on those occasions. 
From about twenty to fifty seems to be the nnmber of 
hearers; which, after deducting the namber of preach- 
ers, leaves the residue very small. This circumstance 
would be unaccountable were it not for another wonder 
to which the preachers themselves seem not at all insensi- 
ble. This was set forth’in the last lecture * w ve heard. 
In this lecture there were many things very well said, 
respecting seeking: the face of the Lord, which appear- 
ed to be the same with seeking true vital religion, Which 
was held up as a pearl of great price. The preacher 
assisted the hearers to ways, means, and methods of 
secking this heavenly treasure, inviting them there to 
try the means of serious meditation, by careful reading 
of the divine oracles, by frequent and fervent prayer, 
by due aitendance on public worship, and the sacra- 
ments of the chureh. On all eee particulars the 
preacher seemed to ve successsul in showing the utili- 
ty of the meuas which he recommended ; but on none 
were we better pleased than on the subject of the ordi- 
nances. Here we were told that these ordinances were 
uot instituted for holy beings, but for the assistance of 
the unholy ; not for pure spirits, but for the amenda- 
tion of sizners.. This brought to’our mind at once the 
question, what is the neceseary preparation for to fita 





The answer was easy. 
But supposing that in el] these passages you did not | 


, Lord... And then it occurréd to our mind, that this 





person to partake of the sacraments of the church? 


A sincere désire to seek the 


preparation is as necessary to tit a person to go to the 


[house of worship, to rise or kueel in prayer, to joi 


in singing the praises of God, or to heara gdspel sera 
juon, as to partake of the eacrafuent of the supper. - 





™ Thursday, May 10. 
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Sut after all there was on the preacher's mind a very 
mysterious, wonderful circumstance, viz. why people 
were so very Careless, and inattentive to the interest of 
this pearl of great price. He set forth that this treas- 
ure would be riches in death, when all worldly sub- 
stance would be of no value ; ke informed his hearers 
{bat this pearl would be of infinite worth before the 
judgment seat of Christ after death, and intimated that 
it would be eternally rewarded. However, notwith- 
standing all this, the preacher noticed, that even ehiris- 
tians did not attend to the securing of this treasure, 
with half the zeal that worldly minded men seek for 
perishable gain. On this enbject the preacher enlarg- 
ed; he directed our attention to the dangers and fa- 
tigues, the zeal and assiduity observable in the prose- 
cutions of worldly motives, but to the languid manner 
in which professors seek the treasure of immortal worth. 

This cireumstance seemed to agree with the fewness 
ef hesrers that atiend these lectures. 

When wo considered these things, a thought come to 
mind whether we micht not suggest some improvement 
in thisersc. it does but Httle good to find fault with 
people, unless you can remove the faslt. A physician 
weuld be of little use to a patient by exclaiming against 
nis disorders, if he did not administer relief. Now we 
have heard preachers, for many years, complaining, 
most bitlerly, of this supineness and remisness concern- 
ing religion ; and we think that the reason is easily seen, 
and might be remedied without any danger to the sub- 

eet. IJtis weil known that men will exert all their 
powers and employ all their means to obtain that which 
they think is for their benefit, and which will enrich 
them in this world. ‘This seems to be a Jaw of our na- 
ture. Then if it could be seen, that this pearl of divine 
wisdom is the richest and best treasure that men can 
possess in this present life, and for this present life, it 
would become the most influential object with all clas- 
sex.of men. But as long as true religion is of no valuc 
until men are dead, they will care as little about it.as 
they do about their graves, their coffins, and. grave 


son to doubt of bis favour in the world to come, any 
more than he has to doubt itin thepresent. Weknow 
that we only exist by his favour, that al] our enjoyments 
and means of happiness are his gifts; and we know we 
are at all times surrounded by his favours; and it is 
certain that these facts give us noreason to believe that 
he will be otherwise than good to us on all futurity. 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

Ve would thankfully acknowledge the receipt of a 
number of valuable communications, and beg the pa- 
tience of their authors till we can find room for their 
publication. We have the pleasure this week of intro- 
ducing the Rev. Mr. Osronn to your respectful notice ; 
and as he js a-stranger, it belioves us to treat him with 
christian civility. It is true he appears rather of an an- 
gry spirit, but it may be that he has some provocation. 
if B+++++D, has misrepresented matters of fact, we hope 
itis through mistake. At any rate we shall expect to 
hear from him immediately on this subjcct. 


To the Editor of the Universalied Magazine, 
Sin,—-Your paper bearing date April 28, contains a 
short address, requesting me to give an explanation 
(through the medium of the same) of what I meant by 
a paragraph, said to be taken from a sermon which I 
delivered in Southborough, nearly six week before. 
The address is signed by B*+*+*+*D, which I presume 
to be a ficticious name. For this day passing through 
Southborough, | called at a store end inquired if they 
knew any person with whose name these initials would 
agree—no ole could tell. It however was presumed, 
by a very respectful gentleman, (who was present and 
heard the sermon) that no person in that town would 
put such a piece into the paper. 1 therefore conclude 
the name ficticious. And why? The writer made use 
of my name, why did he not let us know his? Because 
he must have been either afraid or ashamed, to have 
his name aflixed to a falsehood. But however, this is a 
trne specimen of Universalism ; as you. may see by the 
first Universalist sermon ever preached... Gen. iil. 4. 
But why did Mr. Bt*#+D wait six weeks, before he 
thus publickly called upon me? Did he think by this 
time the congregation had forgotton what I said, and on 
this account his imposition weald not be so easily de- 





clothes. And they will feel about as gloomy when me- 
citating on the subject of religion, as they do when 
they think on deatir and the grave. 

Should these observations reach any of our preachers, 
who are in the habit of wondering why people pay so 
little regaid to religion, a hope is entertained that they 
tnay iacite to the inquiry whether true religion is not a 
treasure of the greatest posssible advantage even in the 
present world? And siiould this discovery be made 
generally, and our preachers should come to their hear- 


_ers with that which will make them rich, in the present 


tense, they will find a wonderfal change in respect to 
attention. They will see a cheerful zeal in every coun- 
tenance ; and they will ‘eel it themselves, which will 
tend to instruct others. 

They will very naturally think of the symbols need in 


scripture to represent true religion. The bread of life, 


the water of life, white raiment, gold tried in a furnace. 
eye-salye for the sight, a high-way for the ransomed of 
the Lord to return and come to Zion. Bread is need- 
ed for those who are now hungry ; water, for those who 
are now thirsty; raiment, for presenf use; eye-salve, 
for present imfirmity; cold, to make us: rich now; a 
good road, for the convenience of travelling, hile sve 
are on our way. If our preachers were to tell us, that 
we ought to eat bread in this world tijat we may not 
huncer in eternity, that we ought to drink water in this 
world, that we might not thirst in the world to come, 
&c. &c. they would be as correct as they generally 
are, on the subject of a future state. It is to be hoped 
that we shall soon renlize that, ** evificient unto the day 
is the evil thereof.” It surely neers all our exertiots 
to render our present life happy, by removing its disor- 
ders, and by improving its advantages, And it would 
be profitable to us, if we coul! be persuaded that Gog 
has required nothing of us, but what tends to our bap 
piness in the present life. 


tected? But 1 would here Ghserve, it is true, the ser- 
mon preached at the time alluded to, was not very 
ipleasing to the Universalist. One of them made con- 
siderabie talk adout the town, and seemed much vexed, 
faulted me for saying, ** that if Universalism was true, 
I should be ashamed (to go to heaven.” But he was in- 
formed the uext day that he misrepresented me. He 
also was informed what I did say. On the account of 
his conyersation, many of the congregation immediately 
called to mind the discourse, and are now able to re- 
late exactly what I did say. However, Ido not think 
it strange to find such a piece ia your Magazine, con- 
sidering the sentiments of the Universalists. 

I find Mr. BtttttD also copies the exact manner of 
the sect to which he belongs, says, in the most posifire 
ferme ** you stated.”? As bold assertions pass for solid 
argument among them, I suppose he thought by this 
method he world make the public believe it true. 

1 will now transcribe the sentence which was in my 


ed the above quoted passage. I had been Jabouring to 
set forth the reasonableness and importance of a holy 
life. Showing how much better it must be, in the hour 
of death, to look back on such a life, than on a life 
spent in sin.. And even at the bar of God, should we 
\possese the feelings of a dying christian, a life spent in 
the service of God would be a source of consolation to 
us.. | «added—Suppose Univeérsalisin to be true; and |} 
should enter into heaven, having spent a life of de- 
beuchery—reviled the cliristian name—ca!umniated his 
character, persecuted and reproached him, and finally 
have been the means of producing the martyrdom of 
that holy man, who had led a self-denying and cross- 
bearing life, which he had worn out in the cause of 
God, and af last fell a victim of my hatred to christian- 
ily. Indeed } should be ashruied to appear beibre the 
throne of Gad, standing by the side of such a man.— 
Could a man with the slightest pretentions to intellect, 
persibly misunderstand me, certainly not.. But if 
‘through inattention, Mr. BrtrttD did not get nly 
; meaning, why did he not ask me through the mediun: 
of'a private letter? IT would have cheerfully informed 
bim—thenif he saw fit, he might have forwarded it to 
his Magazine. But if he had done this, perhaps he 
would not have given the hiditor so favourable an op- 





As to a future state, we sin if we doubt of the good- | portunity to have assisted bim in his public siander, 
nets of God in reJation to it. He has given us po rea-' while he “ would just suggest,” Ko. 


But this is not the first attempt to slander christianity, 
found among this sect, But with all the dust you could 
raise, you have scarcely excited the attention-of an in- 
dividual. 

You now begin a personal attack. Why is this? Do 
you lack matter to fill your paper, which is not the big- 
ness of a half sheet. 

Sir, I think it would be far more honourable to you, 
and to your cause to publicly acknowledge your want 
of matter, than to fill it with falsehoods. 

I subscribe myself a plain dealer and sincere Jover ot 
truth, as it is in Christ Jesus—but an avowed enemy to 
Univerealism. V. R. OSBORN, FD. AV. 

REPLY. 

Rev. sin,—Your address to us, does not breatlie 
that humble, meek, loving spirit which was eo promi- 
nent in the character of our divine master, and which 
is always becoming those who profess to be his disci- 
ples. We are not disposed, however, to make use of 
this as a stigma on your order; for though you could 
willingly stigmatize al] the Universalists with what you 
consider an individual chargeable with, we have no dis- 
position to follow your example ; for we are happy in 
believing that there are many respectable preachers and 
believers of your order, who are governed by a much 
better spirit than that which dictated your communica- 
tion. We hope, furthermore, that even yourself, are a 
much better man and christian than you appear to be 
by this specimen. It is probable that you felt angry 
when you wrote this, and did not wisely, and closely 
consider, that what a man does in anger is seldom done 
to his own liking, when his anger has abated. 

There is something remarkably grotesque in the per- 
agraph which you have copied from yoursermon. You 
pretend that you should be ashamed to appear before 
the throne of God, standing beside a christian whose 
death was procured by your persecutions of christiani- 
ty. This is the mode of your attack on Universalism, 
Dear sir, did you ever read in the history of the chris- 
tian church, of the martyrdom o/ the saints by the cruel 
persecutions prosecuted by Universaiists ? No, surely 
you never did. One question more, sir, in this place. 
When you formed this paragraph did it occur to you, 
whether John Calvin would be ashamed to appear be- 
fore the throne of God, standing beside Michael] Serve- 
tus, whom he caused to be burnt? But why are you 
so much disturbed? Why do you give yourself so 
much trouble? Why do you write as if BttttiD had so 
misrepresented you as to do you a most flagitious inju- 
ry? Your own statements, sir, taken in their connex- 
ion, and in tucir simple amount, come exactly to what 
BiititD stated. You acknowledge yourself anarowcd 
enemy of Universalism ; you acknowledge that you was 
preaoling against Universalism, in the sermon alluded 
to, and even in the paragraph in question ; that you pic- 
tured a case relative to your object ; and what was the 
result? Just what BitttiD said. Sir,-if you did not 
mean to be understoed, that you had suggested a case 
in which you would be ashamed to appear before the 
throne of God, if Universalism be true, you meant 
nothing relative to your subject. Rev. Sir, look over 


possibly mean less than what BittttD alleges. 

We must now take the liberty to query respecting 
your enmity to Universalism. What is Universalism ? 
Answer, every thing that is Universal. Universul wis- 
dom, universal power, universal goodness, universal 
erace, universal holiness, universal reconciliation to 
God, through Jesus Christ, universal happiness im God 
who is universally all in all. Now, sir, you are an 
avowed enemy to all this !. What are the weapons of 
your war-fare? Are you confident of success? Have 
you wisely counted the onst? Are you able to meet 
your antagonist? or would it be prudent for you to aek 
for conditions of peace ! 

Brother Osporn, consider what you are about, and 
be carefal that you do not harm yourself; we have no 
fears of your doing any injury to Universalism. If thin 





counsel, or thifwork be of God, ye cannot overthrow if. 


your own communication, and ask yourself if you could: 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
wee 


“ The Lord is good to all; and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.”.—Ps. cxlv. 9. 


“Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from 
above, and come we from the Father of lights, with 


-whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turniug.” 


~—James :. 17. 


Creator of our feeble race, 

We praise the riches of thy grace ; 
Upon us may thy spirit rest, 

And we be by its influence blest; 
May ev’ry bosom feel its pow’r, 
And join thy goodness to adore. 


Where’er we turn our wandcring eyes, 
“Whether to earth, or seas, or skies, 

Thy works in glowing colours shine, 

And silent speak of Jove divine. 

The heavens, O Lord, declare this love, 
The rain and snow thy goodness prove ; 
‘Tempests, wind, hail, and storms display, 
Almighty God, thy boundless sway. 

The lightning, darting through the skies 
With glare terrific, meets the eye ; 

‘The thunder, rolling o’er our head, 

And rumbling from its vap’rous bed, 
Peal upon peal, in accents loud, 

Bursts forth in vengeange from the cloud, 
And seems as if *twould lay our earth 

In waste, as *twas before its birth, 

When the whole mass in chaos laid, 
Formless and uncreated, void ; 

When darkness was upon the deep, 

And all was still in nature’s sleep. 

Yet, Lord, these show thou’rt rich in grace, 
And manifest, in every place, 

‘That love and mercy deck thy throne, 
And that thou wilt by them be known. 


The golden sun shines from the east, 
And we are with his presence blest ; 
And as our earth around him goes, 
Upon her he his lustre throws 3 

Warm’d into life, she richly yields 

The thousand blessings of her ficlds. 
But when his daily course is o’er, 

He blushes at the distamt shore ; 

‘The western summits intervene, 

And night begins to grace the scene. 
When silence reigns with awe profound, 
And darkness spreads its mantle round, 
God’s love's the same-—the same his grace, 
No darkness can obscure his face ; 

‘The same his pow’r our souls to guard, 
The same his goodness to reward : 
Night cannot keep us from his care, 
For he.is.always.where we are. 


When the dark mantle of the tomb, 

Shall .cast around a sullen gloom ; 

‘When we.beneath the sod are laid, 

And earthly honours all are paid, 

‘God still is ours—for Jesus said, 

He's God of living and of dead. 

Then shout aloud, and praise his name, 

Our God forever is the same; 

His mercy, goodness, grace and love 

The whole creation joins to prove. AW. 
— = 











FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
we 


For many ehall come in my name, saying, Jam Christ ; 
and shall deceive many. 

Mn. Eprrorn,—!n your paper of March 17,1 notic- 
ed a letter of ASAEL NETTLETON, purporting to be writ- 
ten by Jesus Christ and requesting a company of youth 
to turn their dance into a conference meeting. This 


—s 


should not pass with slight remark, with short and hiesty | 
comment; ** can such things come o*er us like a sui | 
mer cloud, without our special wonder? My direc- 

tory in examining this letter shall be, ** nothing exten- 
uate nor set down ought in malice.” 
1. Dear Youth.—Although Mr. Nettleton calls the! 
youth dear, yet they are not sufficiently precious in his 

sight to deserve a visit, unless they send for him to come | 
and pray with them. ‘To whom were these youth dear? | 
not to Mr. Nettleton, for he would not go to their as-. 
sembly, to expostulate with them for condueting in a 
manner which he considered wrong, without an express | 
invitation. Did any dear youth send to heaven for! 
Christ, before he came into the world? Did any ange! | 
éntreat God to send the Redeemer? No, it was the 

spontaneous, the unsolicited charity of Jehovah, the. 


great love which he felt for sinners, that sent Christ into | 
this world. But to whom were these youth dear? to} 
God, to Christ, to angels, and to all their friends. 

2. | have come into your assembly this evening on | 
an imporlant errand. Whoever heard of Christ's going | 
into an assembly of young people on an tmporlani er- | 
rand, and communicating his message in writing? In- 
structions in the living voice come home more power- | 
fully to the heart, than all the writings of all ages.— 
When Jesus expressly affirms that the words he speaks 
are spirit and life, one would not imagine he could des- 
cend to the cold formality of writing, when he came on 
an important errand ; if he felt for the dear youth, or 
intended to lead them into the path of salvation. Al- 
though Jesus knew all men, and needed not that any 
should testify of man, for he knew what was in man; 
yet he did not teach, saying, 1 have heard every word 
you have spoken, and seen every thought in your heart. 
But by telling people the deeds of their lives, and the 
meditations of their hearts, he made them confess he 
was the true Messias. This was the way in which the | 
Samaritan woman was convinced, when she suid, sir, | 
I perceive that thou art a prophet; and come, see a | 
man which told me all things that ever I did; is nct 
this the Christ? This was the way in which Nathanic! | 
was converted, when he answered and said, thou art } 
the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

3. I have come to inform you that my spirit shall not 
always strive with you. Christ never taught the senti- 
ment this quotation is intended to convey. Although 
his spirit will not always strive with man, yet the rea- 
son will be, that man-bas submitted, and become in 
deed and in truth a child of light. Had Immanue! io- 
dicated the notion of this false Christ, he would have 
preached his own defeat, and have completely disprov- 
ed his divine mission. Paul has assured us his master 
Jesus is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever, 
but if this Connecticut Christ is to he trusted, Paul fol- 
lowed an impostor. 

4. It is evident that the Christ who wrote this letter 
is entirely unlike the Christ of the scriptures; for he 
neither uses the language, nor appears to be actuated 
by the spirit of God’s dear Son. And it is not a little 
astonishing, that he bas employed: no expression that 
the Redeemer used, but in this the wisdom of God is 
manifest, for he is less likely to deceive. Simon Magus 
had as good authority to cali himself the great power of 
God, and to affirm that he was the supreme Desiy, wor 
shipped by all nations, as this poor sinner had to call 
himself Jesus Christ. Very little has heen said about 
letters from heaven since the days of Peter the Hermit ; 
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but if this impostor succeeds, we may expect more re- 
velations, equal in consistency to those of Mahomet.— 
Instead of informing these youth that he is their much 
grieved friend, let this wicked wretch fall on his knees, 
and ask forgiveness of God for denying the Lord that 
bought him, and taking the name of Jesus im vain. I 
have one word of caution, and I close my reflections on 
this impostor ; beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. 





HERMES. 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENUE., 
The old Theatre, in the Southern Liberties of Phila- 
delphia, was destroyed by fire, on the Oth inst. by the 


hand, it is said, of an incendiary. 


The Navy Commissioners have completed their ex 
ataination of the Navy Yards at Portsmouth and Charles- 
town, and, we understand, left town yesterday, on 
their homeward tour of inspection.—Caz. 


A smart shock of earthquake was expcrievced on the 
banks of the Penobscot, a few days since. 


The U.S. sloop of war Hornet, Cap‘. Read, has ar- 
rived at the Havana, after a long passage—all well. 


The Roger Williams Factory, in Warwick, owned 
principally by gentlemen in Providence, was entirely 
destroyed, by fire, on Friday morning last, together with 
all its valuable machinery, The loss is estimated at 


} 25,006 dollars. 


Dr. Mitchell of New-York, has received a suberb and 
costly Diamond Ring, as a present from the Emperor of 
Russia. 

The Governor of Pennsylvania has appointed nine 
Commissioners, seven of the city and two of the county 
of Philadelphia, to enquire into the causes and extent 
of Pauperism,&c. under an act of the legislature of ’enn- 
sylvania. 

A man, by the name of John W. Camphel). was found 
fead, a few days since, in Guilderland, (N. Y.) a few 
rods from the public road. It was the opinion of the 
jury of inquest, that he died from want of nourishment 
ain) exposure to the cold. The remains of this unhep- 
py stranger were decently interred by the inhabitants ; 
and further information respecting him cen be had on 


,application te Noah S. Wood, Esq. of Guilcerland.— 
| His papers were lodged at the Police Office, in Albany. 


James Schee, Esq. U. 8. Consul for Genoa, went pas- 
venger in the Constitution, which sailed on Sunday 
morning last. 

The U. 5S. schooner Porpoise, of 12 guns, Capt. Ram- 


pace, suiled from Portsmouth, on ‘Tuesday, (Sth May) ot 


fa cruise, 


William Clagzett, Esq. of Portsmouth, is appoimted 
U.S. District Clerk for New-Hanp-shire. 


Hon. Samuel P. P. Fay, of Cambridge, is appointed 
hy the Governor and Council, Judge of Probate, for 
the County of Middlesex, iu the place of James Pre:- 


cott, ksu.—Gaz. 


New works are erecting near PhilaJelphia, for siy- 
plying the families m that city with fresh water. The 
work was commenced by Abel Cooley, of Massachu- 
setts. 











MARRIED, 

In Pembroke, on Sunday Morning last, by the Rev. 
Morrill Allen, Mr. Dion Bryaut, of Bridgewater, to Miss 
Lucretia Ti. Briggs, of the former place. 

In Gloucester, Mr. Thomas Cutler to Miss Sarah Ar- 
nold. ; 

In Providence, Mr. Samuel] Proud to Miss Amey Hill. 

In Salem, Mr. Stephen Stone to “iss Vriseilla Upton. 
Mr. Nathaniel Chamberlein to Mrs. Ann Punchard. 











DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Charlotte, wife of Mr. Aaron Pat- 
fer.—John Vaughan Apthorp, aged 25, eldest son of 
John T. Apthorp, Esq.—Mr. Sophia Oliver Lincoln, 
wife of Mr. E, Lincoln, 35. 

In Marlborough, (Mass.) Miss Lypra V. Bricuam, 
aged 25. With a mind refined by education, this »mia- 
ble young Eady possessed, those exalted virtues which 
adorn the christian name. She was a sincere friend, 
an affectionate and dutiful child, a kind sister, anda 
friend to all mankind. With fortitude she bore a Jong 
nd painful iness ; and at last, with a composed mind 
sod an onshaken faith in a glorious immortality, she bid 
farewell to her surrounding friends, and fell asleep i 
the arms of Jesus. 
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